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REMARKS 


On  the   History    of 


F     I     N     G     A     L,    &c. 


My  Lord, 

IN  the  prefent  Decay  of  Literature  which 
is  advancing  upon  us  very  faft,  for  Rea- 
fons  which  it  may  not  be  difficult  to  af- 
fign,  tho*  they  are  too  delicate  to  be  men- 
tioned, every  Reader  of  Tafte  muft  be  de- 
lighted with  the  Publication  of  a  Work,  in 
which  there  is  a  difplay  of  Genius  equal  to 
the  moft  celebrated  amongfl  the  ancients.  If 
your  Lordfhip  lliould  be  of  opinion  with  Mr. 
Addison  and  fome  other  Philofophers,  "  that 
"  Men  of  great  Genius  in  the  fame  way  of 
'*  writing,  feldom  rife  up  fmgly,  but  at  cer- 
"  tain  Periods  of  time  appear  together,  and 
*'  in  a  Body";  another  Obfervation  may  be 
perhaps  full  as  juft,  that  I  don*c  know  has 
been  made  by  any  one,  that  when  a  Genius 
for  a  particular  and  diftinguifli'd  Species  of 
writing  is  once  become  extinfl,  it  is  never 
B  2    .  afte^- 
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afterwards  to  be  recovered  by  the  greateft 
Men.  Whether  this  Obfervation  is  Itridly 
true  or  no  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  deter- 
mine :  but  it  is  the  beil  Reafon  that  I  can 
give,  why  no  Modern  Age  has  been  capable 
of  forging  the  Writings  of  the  Ancients  -, 
and  why  the  Poems  of  Ossian,  tho*  at  firft 
fufpedled  by  your  Lordlliip  and  fome  other 
learned  men,  are  undoubtedly  the  Produdion 
of  very  high  Antiquity. 

At  my  Return  from  Ireland  very  lately,  I 
found  the  Publick  in  Pofleffion  of  Mr.  Mac- 
PHER son's  Tranflation  of  thefe  Poems  out  of 
the  Gaulic  Language  -,  which,  from  the  Spe- 
cimen in  the  Fragments  publifhed  two  years 
ago,  had  been  for  fome  Time  expefted  with 
great  Impatience.  As  foon  as  I  had  the 
Honour  to  fee  your  Lordfhip,  you  laid  a 
great  Strefs  on  my  reading  this  Piece  with 
Ibme  Attention  -,  not  fo  much  on  account  of 
the  Poetry  which  your  Lordfliip  then  acknow- 
ledg'd  to  be  inimitable,  as  becaufe  the  Book 
has  an  immediate  Relation  to  the  Hiftory 
of  Ireland  which  you  know  I  am  com- 
piling. 

In  Obedience  to  your  Commands,  My 
Lord,  full  of  the  Idea  I  had  conceived  of 
the  Poetry  from  the  Fragments,  and  full  of 
Expedations  of  meeting  with  fomething  that 
would  throw  Light  upon  thole  ancient  Times, 
I  fat  down  to  it  with  great  Eagernefs.  But 
tho'  I  had  all  the  Delight  which  I  promifed 
myfeif  in  the  perufal  of  the  Poetry,  yet  I 
was  greatly  difappointed  in   my  other  Ex- 
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peftations.  Your  Lordfhip  will  fuppofe  that 
I  don't  mean  from  the  Tranflation,  of  which 
I  am  not  a  Judge  even  if  the  Original  had 
been  printed  with  it :  And  notwithftand- 
ing  what  was  faid  of  it  in  an  Advertile- 
ment  which  came  out  at  Dublin  whilft  I 
was  there,  I  am  more  inclined  to  think  it 
is  well  executed  than  deficient  or  incorreft ; 
efpeciaily  if  we  allow  for  the  different  powers 
in  the  two  languages. 

My  Difappointment,  My  Lord,  arofe  from 
another  quarter.  Your  Lordfhip  had  given 
it  me  as  your  Opinion,  that  it  contained 
the  genuine  Hiftory  of  an  Expedition  into 
Ireland  •,  of  which  you  may  remember  that 
forming  a  Judgment  from  the  Fragments 
I  then  exprefled  a  Doubt :  And  as  your 
Lordfhip's  is  alfo  the  Opinion  of  the  Tran- 
flator,  upon  which  he  has  grounded  many 
Reflexions,  to  the  Injury  of  the  Irilli  Hiftory, 
and  to  the  Honour  of  his  own  Country ; 
you  will  excufe  my  laying  my  Reafons  be- 
fore your  Lordfhip  in  this  public  manner 
for  combating  this  Opinion,  and  for  doing 
Juftice  to  a  People  whofe  Antiquities  are 
mifreprefented.  As  I  am  a  Native  of  Eng- 
land without  any  Connexions  with  the  Irilh, 
and  confequently  have  no  Biafs  to  the  one 
or  the  other  Country,  my  Indifference  in  the 
Difpute  muft  ftand  confeiied  ;  and  as  I  have 
for  a  confiderable  Tim.e  paft  made  the  An- 
tiquities of  Ireland  my  particular  Study,  in 
order  to  compile  a  general  Hiftory  of  that 
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Kingdom,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  in  fomc 
mcafure  qualified  to  decide  it. 

I  have  nothing  to  fay.  My  Lord,  to  the 
fpurious  Compofitions  of  fome  of  the  Irifh 
Bards  under  the  Name  of  Ossian,  which  the 
Tranilator  mentions  in  his  Preface.  But  as 
he  hath  obferved  in  the  fame  Paragraph,  "  that 
*'  fucceding  Generations  magnified  or  varied 
*'  the  Traditions  founded  on  thefe  Compofi- 
"  tions,  in  proportion  as  they  were  fwayed 
*'  by  Credulity  or  Defign,"  why  may  we  not 
fuppofe,  what  the  Irifh  Bards,  he  fays,  have 
given  a  Belief  to  in  that  Country,  that  Fingal 
was  of  Irifh  Extraftion,  notwithftanding  what 
is  faid  in  the  Poems  of  Ossian  ?  Why  may  not 
the  Caledonians,  *'  fwayed  by  Credulity  or  De- 
"  fign,"  lay  a  Claim  to  this  Hero  for  the  Hon- 
our of  their  own  Country  which  they  were 
not  entitled  to  .?  The  Name  of  Fingal  is  the 
Name  of  a  particular  Diftrid  in  Ireland  :  And 
if  what  I  heard  there  is  true,  that  many  ma- 
nufcript  Copies  of  this  epic  Poem  are  to  be 
mst  with  in  the  hands  of  the  Iriih,  of  which 
there  is  not  One  in  Scotland  —  for  Mr. 
Macpherson  I  hear  owns  that  he  took  it  all 
from  the  Mouth  of  an  old  North  BritilhBard — 
then,  My  Lord,  to  fpeak  impartially  upon 
this  Circumftance,  I  think  the  Irifh  have  full 
as  g®od  a  Tide  to  the  Honour  of  this  Poem  as 
the  Caledonian  Britons.  This  however  may  be 
beft  determined  by  the  Tranflation  which  is 
advcrtis'd  at  Dublin  to  be  making  ready  for 
tlie  Prefs  from  an  authentic  Manufcript :  and 
in  the  mean  time  I  fhall  lay  fuch  Reafons  before 
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your  Lordfliip,  as  may  poflibly  convince  you, 
and  every  other  impartial  Perfon,  that  the 
Hero  and  the  Poem  are  both  from  Ire- 
land. 

I  believe.  My  Lord,  there  never  was  "  an 
"  Irifti  Senachy  or  Bard  who  was  fo  little  ac- 
"  quainted  with  the  Antiquities  of  their  Na- 
**  tion,'*  as  not  to  know  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  North-Britain  were  derived  from  Ireland  : 
but  yet  it  does  not  therefore  follow,  that  if 
FiNGAL  was  really  a  Native  of  that  Ifland  they 
Ihould  be  very  willing  to  yield,  or  indifferent 
to  have  it  believed,  that  he  was  a  Caledonian  ? 
Indeed  it  appears  to  me  that  they  have  a  much 
better  Reafon  for  contefting  this  Point,  if 
there  are  fufficient  Grounds  for  it,  than  the 
People  of  North-Britain.  Becaufe  tho*  the  in- 
telledlual  as  well  as  the  military  Abilities  of  the 
Great  Men  of  both  Nations  (hone  thro'  all  the 
Ages  of  Antiquity  after  they  were  once  known 
to  the  World,  yet  the  Irifli,  thro'  a  Series  of 
unhappy  Accidents,  were  driven  to  other 
Countries  where  their  Abilities  are  ftill  con- 
fefled,  or  dwindled  away  to  nothing.  There 
are  no  Traces  left,  except  in  the  Sonnets  of 
their  Bards  and  fome  of  their  ancient  Records, 
of  its  ever  having  been  a  Kingdom  fuperior  in 
Learning  to  the  reft  of  Europe ;  as  we  know 
from  many  foreign  Teftimonies  that  once  it 
was  :  And  if  we  except  the  better  Sort  of  their 
Gentry  who  have  had  an  Education  fuitable 
to  their  Rank  — which  in  comparifon  are  but 
a  Handful  —  All  the  prefent  Genius  and 
Learning  of  that  Ifland,  is  to  be  looked  for 
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only  amongft  the  Englifh  Race,  who  have 
poflefled  it  fince  the  Conqueft.  But  this  your 
Lordfiiip  knows  is  not  at  all  the  Cafe  with 
refpedl  to  Scotland.  As  no  Nation  in  Europe 
hath  produced  Men  of  greater  and  more  dif- 
tinguifhed  Abilities  in  the  early  Ages  than  that 
Country,  fo  I  believe  you  will  own  that  it  con- 
tinues ftill  to  produce  them.  The  Senate  and 
the  Bar — to  defcend  no  lower  —  have  af- 
forded flagrant  Proofs  of  this  AfTertion  in  our 
own  Time  and  Memory.  It  is  of  no  moment 
therefore  to  this  Northern  Province,  which 
ftill  keeps  up  the  Reputation  of  her  illuftrious 
Ancients  in  Eloquence  and  War  and  Politicks, 
whether  the  Poems  of  Ossian  are  the  Com- 
pofitions  or  not  of  a  Caledonian  Bard.  But 
to  Ireland,  which  hath  little  elfe  to  (hew  as 
the  Remains  of  the  great  Genius  of  her  origi- 
nal Countrymen,  it  is  a  matter  of  fome  Con- 
fequence  to  have  it  believed  to  be  the  Produc- 
tion of  an  Iriili  Bard. 

Having  examined  all  that  Mr.  Macpher- 
soN  fays  in  the  Preface  which  I  think  bears 
hard  upon  Ireland  without  fufficient  Reafon,  I 
fhall  now  proceed  to  his  Diflertation  on  the  An- 
tiquities of  the  Poem.  If  he  did  not  take  a  Plea- 
fure  in  every  little  Criticifm  that  feems  to  lelTen 
the  Irifli  Nation,  He  would  not  have  mentioned 
the  account  of  the  Britons  being  the  Founders 
of  it  *'  as  a  more  probable  Story  than  the  idle 
"  Fables  of  Milefian  and  Galician  Colonies.'* 
For  no  Hiftorian  of  Ireland  of  any  Name  hath 
ever  denied  that  it  was  peopled  firft  from  Bri- 
tain :  but  tho'  this,  My  Lord,  is  allowed,  does 

it 
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it  therefore  follow  that  it  was  peopled  from 
Britain  only  ?  Might  not  fome  other  Colonies 
from  Spain,  in  an  age  or  two  after,  migrate 
into  Ireland,  and  get  pofieflion  of  it  ?  This  is 
what  the  Antiquities  of  Ireland  all  aiTert,  and 
this  I  fhall  fhew  in  the  Hiitory  from  many  con- 
curring Circumftances  is  not  an  idle  Fable.  It 
were  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Tranflator  had  been 
a  little  better  verfed  in  the  Irifh  Hiftory  than 
he  is  before  he  attempted  to  criticife  it  thus 
feverely.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  too,  My  Lord, 
that  the  Bards  who  have  handed  down  thefe 
Poems  had  been  a  little  more  accurate  and  con- 
formable to  the  Irifh  Hiftory  than  they  have 
been  in  the  Names  of  the  chief  Heroes.  Even 
FiNGAL,  from  which  the  Epic  Poem  is  deno- 
minated, is  not  the  Name  of  a  Man  in  any 
Antiquities  or  Hiftory  of  that  Nation  ;  and 
the  Chief  who  is  celebrated  under  that  Name 
in  the  Poems, — about  whom  too  many  Circum- 
ftances concur  to  admit  a  Doubt  of  his  being 
the  fame  —  is  always  called  Fionn,  or  Finn 
as  it  is  pronounced.  In  the  fame  manner, 
I  muft  obferve  to  your  Lordfhip,  the  Name 
of  the  other  Hero  is  corrupted.  The  fame 
Man  who  in  the  Poems  is  called  Cuchullin, 
in  the  Irifh  is  called  Congcullion,  in  the 
Latin  CucuLANDus,  and,  —  which  is  pretty 
remarkable  —  the  Tranflator  Himfelf  in  his 
Preface  to  the  Fragments  calls  him  Cuchu- 
LAiD.  But  in  order  to  prevent  Confufion  and 
miftakes,  I  (hall  conform  myfelf  at  prefent  to 
the  Names  given  them  in  the  Poems. 

G  With 
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with  regard  to  the  Invafion  of  Ireland  from 
Scandinavia,  which  is  the  Subjedl  of  Fingal, 
your  Lordfhip  will  give  me  leave  to  obferve  to 
you,  that  there  is  no  mention  made  in  any  Hif- 
tory  of  an  Invafion  of  this  lOand,  from  the 
coming  in  of  the  Milefians  which  was  above  a 
Thoufand  years  before,  'till  the  Irruption  of  the 
Danes  which  was  above  Four  hundred  years 
after,  the  ^ra  of  the  Poem  :  and  this  alone  is 
an  Obje6lion  to  the  genuine  Hiftory  of  the 
Poem,  which  in  my  opinion  is  not  eafily  to  be 
got  over.  As  to  Fingal,  it  muft  be  allowed 
that  his  Death  is  placed  in  the  year  Mr.  M. 
mentions  :  but  then  I  muft  inform  your  Lord- 
fhip, that  the  Irifh  Antiquities  take  no  notice 
of  his  being  a  Caledonian  Chief,  but  fay  that 
he  was  Commander  of  the  Irifh  Militia*  :  and 
it  is  fcarcely  probable  that  they  would  have 
given  the  Command  of  that  famous  Body, 
which  was  the  eftablilhed  {landing  Army  of 
the  kingdom,  to  one  of  another  Nation— 
fuppofmg  them  to  be  ever  fuch  near  Relations 
and  Allies — when  they  had  fo  many  Heroes  of 
their  own  of  fuch  diftinguifhed  Valour.  Your 
Lordihip  will  be  pleafed  to  obferve  before  I  go 
any  further,  that  if  I  touch  upon  lomeCircum- 
ftances  and  drop  them,  and  then  refume  them 
again  in  other  places,  that  this  Irregularity  is 
occafioned  by  the  Propriety  of  anfwering  the 
Tranfla'.or's  Notes,  in  the  Order  in  which  they 
are  fcattered  thro'  the  Book. 

*Ogyg.  p.  153.    Keating  Edit.  1723.  p.  133. 
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Where  He  met  with  the  Hiftory  which  he 
hath  given  us  of  the  Bards,*  as  no  Authority  is 
quoted  for  it,  I  don't  know  :  but  it  will  furely 
lerve  for  thofe  of  Ireland  full  as  well,  if  not 
better,  than  thofe  of  his  own  Country  ;  and  it 
is  not  improbable  that  he  might  colleft  the 
Subftance  of  it  from  the  Antiquities  which  he 
holds  fo  cheap.  Be  this  however  as  it  may  ; 
I  am  fure  it  will  fuit  the  ftate  of  Ireland  ex- 
a6lly,  to  fay  of  it  as  he  does  of  Scotland,  "  that 
*'  if  other  Nations  that  had  been  often  over- 
"  run  by  Enemies,  and  had  fent  abroad  and 
"  received  Colonies,  could  for  many  Ages 
"  preferve  by  Oral  Tradition  their  Laws  and 
*'  Hiflories  uncorrupted,  it  is  much  more 
"  probable  that  the  ancient  Irish,  &  People 
"  io  free  of  Intermixture  with  Foreigners,  and 
*'  fo  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Memory  of  their 
"  Anceftors,  had  the  Works  of  their  Bards 
**  handed  down  with  great  Purity-f."  Mr.  M. 
hath  owned  in  two  pages  after,  "  that  this 
*'  complete  Work  now  printed  —  meaning 
**  Fingal  —  would  foon  have  Ihared  the  Fate 
*'  of  the  reft:"  and  this  confirms  what  I  have 
heard,  that  He  took  it  all  from  the  Mouth  of 
an  old  Highland  Bard,  or  a  Bard  in  fome  of 
the  Ifles.  But  then  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that: 
there  are  manufcript  Copies  of  this  Poem  in 
Ireland  -,  a  Tranflation  from  one  of  which  is 
preparing  for  the  Prefs  as  I  have  already  men- 
tioned  ? 

•  DilTertation  p.  lo —  13. 
f  Differtation  p.  »  3. 
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Your  Lordfhip  will  obferve  that  in  thefe 
Remarks,  I  have  no  Intention  to  fay  a  Word  in 
Derogation  of  the  Poetical  merit,  or  of  the 
Tranllation,  of  this  Colledlion.  If  the  Epic 
Poem  had  not  a  fingle  Word  of  true  Hiftory 
for  its  Foundation  —  and  indeed  it  has  very 
little — it  would,  as  yourLordlhip  well  knows, 
be  juft  as  good  a  Poem  as  tho'  it  was  all  ge- 
nuine Hiftory :  and  I  believe  that  Mr.  M.  has 
done  as  much  Juftice  to  the  Original  in  his 
Tranflation  as  an  Englilh  Drefs  is  capable  of. 
Had  he  therefore  confin'd  Himfelf  to  this 
Province,  and  had  not  your  Lordfhip  who  is  fo 
good  a  Judge  of  thefe  Affairs  adopted  what  he 
fays  of  the  Irifh  Hiftory,  which  has  probably 
been  done  by  moft  other  people,  Your  Lordftiip 
would  have  had  no  Trouble  of  this  kind  from 
me,  and  the  Editor  might  quietly  have  enjoyed 
the  Praifes  which  I  think  are  due  to  him,  and 
which  I  heartily  wifti  him,  for  the  Acquifition 
of  thefe  Poems  to  the  Republick  of  Letters. 
The  Refpect  and  Good  Will  I  bear  him  upon 
this  Account,  would  moft  certainly  have  re- 
ftrained  me  from  thefe  public  Animadverfions  •, 
if  I  had  not  thought  it  Necefiary  for  me,  who 
am  writing  the  Irifli  Hiftory,  to  obviate  the 
many  Prejudices  which  he  has  ftirred  up  againft 
fuch  a  Work.  But  I  ftiall  not  defcend  to  the 
mean  and  illiberal  Abufe  which  is  fo  much 
pra6lifed  :  and  tho'  I  differ  entirely  from  Mr. 
M.  in  his  Account  of  the  Heroes  of  the  Epic 
Poem,  yet  1  fhall  take  care  to  differ  from 
him  as  becomes  a  Gentleman  and  a  Sclio- 
lar. 

lam 
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I  am  very  forry,  My  Lord,  that  He  has 
not  once  quoted  an  Authority  for  the  Hifto- 
rical  part  of  his  Notes  upon  thefe  Poems,  that 
we  might  have  been  enabled  to  judge  how  far 
the  Accounts  may  be  depended  on.  But  from 
the  Hiflories  or  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  where 
the  Scene  of  the  Epic  Poem  is  laid,  I  believe 
1  may  venture  to  fay  that  he  had  them  not. 
As  to  the  Hero  CucHULLiN*,  who  makes  a 
principal  Figure  in  it.  He  is  mentioned  in- 
deed as  a  Hero  who  was  killed  in  the  twenty 
feventh  year  of  his  age.  But  then  it  is  not  faid 
by  any  Writer,  that  He  was  of  North  Britiih 
Extract  i  on  the  contrary,  his  Birth  and  Pa- 
rentage in  Ireland  are  recordedf ,  and  it  is  only 
faid  that  he  went  into  Scotland  to  improve 
himfelf  in  the  Exercife  of  Arms,  under  a  Lady 
famous  at  that  time  for  her  military  Skill  and 
BraveryJ.  But  of  this  Chief  it  is  faid,  that 
He  was  Twenty  Five  years  old  at  the  Birth 
ofCemsTlli  which  does  not  fynchronife  at 
all  with  the  Epoch  of  Fingal,  or  with  any  of 
the  other  Heroes,  or  with  any  one  of  the  Events 
in  this  famous  Poem.  Whether  the  Poem, 
or  the  Irifh  Hiftory,  which  gives  a  particular 
detail  of  his  Birth  and  Death,  bids  the  faireft 
for  the  genuine  Account  of  this  "  General  or 
"  Chief  of  the  Irifh  Tribes"§,  I  Ihall  leave 
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your  Lordfliip  to  determine.  But  firft  permit 
me  to  obferve,  that  Soalta  and  not  Semo, 
as  Mr.  M.  has  it,  is  faid  to  be  the  Father  of 
this  Hero,  and  Emeria  not  Bragela  to  be 
his  Wife*.  The  Irifh  Hiftorians  would  fcarcely 
have  been  fo  particular  as  they  have  been  in 
giving  his  own  and  his  Wifes  genealogy,  and 
in  recording  the  Circumftances  of  his  Death, 
if  He  had  not  been  a  Native  of  that  Country. 
Nay  it  does  not  feem  credible  to  me,  if  every 
other  Circumftance  did  not  contradi6t  it,  that 
in  thofe  days  of  Heroifmthe  Irifh  Chiefs  Ihould 
make  a  Caledonian  the  Guardian  to  their 
Monarch.  The  Annals  of  Tygernach,  which 
are  an  authentic  Record,  relate  that  his  Death 
at  Twenty  fcven  years  of  Age,  was  owing  to 
Lug ade  the  Grandfon  of  Carbre  Ni afear  ; 
that  at  feven  years  of  Age  he  was  initiated 
into  the  Order  of  Knighthood ;  and  that  at 
Seventeen  years  of  Age  he  was  in  the  Battle 
of  Cualgnia,  in  which  he  flew  Ferdia  the  Son 
of  Daman,  which  was  Eight  years  before  the 
Incarnationf .  Many  are  the  Exploits  indeed 
which  are  recorded  of  this  famous  Champion  j 
but  they  all  relate  to  the  Times  which  i'ynch- 
ronize  with  his  Birth  mentioned  above.  Your 
Lordfhip  will  fee  therefore,  that  it  is  impofTible 
to  get  over  the  Difficulty  of  making  this  Hero, 
even  if  he  were  a  North  Briton,  u  Champion 
for  the  Irifli  in  the  Reign  of  Cor  mac,  which 
was  not  till  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  years 
after.     Neither  was  Cor  mac  in  his  Minority 
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when  he  afcended  the  Throne,  nor  Carbar 
his  Enemy  who  fupplanted  him,  but  his  Son 
to  whom  he  refigned  it  j  as  I  (hall  prefently 
make  appear.  If  any  one  after  this  Ac- 
count, which  is  taken  from  the  beil  Irifh 
Writers  who  have  had  Recourfe  to  their  an- 
cient Manufcripts,  can  receive  the  Hiftory  in 
thefe  Poems  and  Mr.  M.  Explanation  of 
it  for  the  genuine  Hiftory  of  thofe  timea 
in  Ireland,  I  fhall  judge  him  qualified  to 
fwallow  the  groffeft  Fables  in  the  Gaulic 
Language  for  true  Hiftory. 

It  is  impoflible.  My  Lord,  to  proceed 
any  further  in  deteding  the  Fidions  of 
thefe  Poems,  without  endeavouring  to  in- 
validate an  Objedlion  that  we  meet  with  in 
the  Note  in  the  fecond  page ;  which  is  in- 
tended to  call  in  Queftion  not  only  the  An- 
tiquities, but  alfo  the  very  Being  of  Ireland 
as  a  Nation  for  any  confiderable  Time  be- 
fore the  Chriftian  ^ra.  The  Tranflator  ha- 
ving informed  us,  that  on  the  firft  Intelli- 
gence of  an  Invafion  from  Scandinavia,  Cu- 
c HULL  IN  had  fent  to  implore  the  AlTiftance 
of  Fin  GAL,  immediately  fubjoins,  "  We 
"  may  conclude  from  Cuchullin's  apply- 
"  ing  fo  early  for  foreign  Aid,  that  the 
*■'  Irifti  then  were  not  fo  numerous  as  they 
*'  have  fince  been  -,  which  is  a  great  Pre- 
"  fumption  againft  the  high  Antiquities  of 
"  that  People*."  In  this  Conclufion  your 
Lordftiip  will  perceive  there  are  two  Abfur- 
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dities  which  flare  one  fo  much  in  the  Face, 
that  it  leems  incredible  they  could  have  fallen 
from  the  Pen  of  fo  ingenious  a  Man  as  Mr. 
M.  if  he  had  not  been  blinded  by  his  Pre- 
judices againft  the  innocent  Antiquities  of 
the  poor  Irifh.  In  the  firft  place,  it  is  al- 
lowed by  every  good  Hiftorian  even  of 
North  Britain,  and  by  the  Tranflator  Him- 
felf,  that  the  Scottifh  people  were  originally 
derived  from  Ireland :  And  if  they  were  fo 
numerous  at  this  Time,  as  to  afford  a  con- 
fiderable  Aid  to  their  Irifh  Anceflors  and 
Allies,  we  may  conclude,  I  believe  your 
Lordfhip  will  allow,  that  the  Irifh  were  a 
more  numerous  and  a  more  ancient  people 
ftill.  Befides,  What  fort  of  Prefumption  is 
it  againft  the  high  Antiquities  of  that  peo- 
ple, that  they  were  not  fo  numerous  Fifteen 
Hundred  years  ago  as  they  have  been  fince  ? 
But  in  the  next  place  I  would  afk  in  anfwer 
to  this  Conclufion  of  the  Tranflator's,  Whe- 
ther becaufe  we  fent  for  Aid  from  Holland 
and  Hesse  upon  the  Rumour  of  an  Invafion 
lately  from  the  French,  will  it  therefore  follow 
that  we  are  but  thinly  peopled,  and  that 
we  had  not  been  a  Nation  many  Hundred 
Years  ?  Or  to  come  ftill  nearer  the  Point, 
if  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  upon  the 
Apprehenfion  of  an  Invafion  at  this  Time 
from  Spain,  fhould  fend,  as  the  News  papers 
fay  he  has  done,  for  fome  Succours  from 
hence,  will  it  therefore  follow  that  the  Ifland 
has  been  inhabited  but  a  few  Centuries  ?  Your 
Lordlhip  fees,  that  if  this  Conclufion  proves 
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any  thing  to  the  Purpofe  Mr.  M.  brought 
it  for,  it  will  prove  too  much ;  it  will  prove 
that  the  Irifh  hav€  no  Antiquities  at  all, 
and  that  the  Country  is  in  a  manner  but 
lately  peopled  -,  which  we  all  know  to  be 
Falle.  But  in  order  to  do  him  Juftice,  as 
he  did  not  draw  this  Conclufion  from  the 
Fadl  only  above  recited,  I  muft  obferve 
further  to  your  Lordlhip,  that  he  adds, 
"  We  have  the  Teftimony  of  Tacitus 
"  that  One  Legion  only  was  thought  fuf- 
"  ficient  in  the  Time  of  Agricola,  to 
*'  reduce  the  whole  iiland  under  the  Roman 
"  Yoke-,  which  would  not  probably  have 
**  been  the  Cafe,  had  the  Ifland  been  inha- 
"  bited  for  any  number  of  Centuries  be- 
*'-  fore".  Not  to  infift  on  the  fmall  Omiffion 
of  a  moderate  Number  q{  Auxiliaries  — 
*'  modicis  auxiliis"  —  which  your  Lordfhip 
muft  know  that  Tacitus  adds  to  the  Le- 
gion, it  may  be  fufRcient  to  obferve,  that 
if  this  one  Legion  and  fome  Auxiliaries  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  Half  as  many,  as  the 
Two  Legions  and  Ibme  Auxiliaries  which 
C^sar  carried  with  him  in  his  firft  'Ex- 
pedition  into  Britain,  as  no  doubt  they  may, 
then  according  to  the  Calculation  which  hath 
been  given  of  Them,  the  Legion  and  feme 
Auxiliaries  would  have  amounted  to  Twelve 
Thoufand  Five  Hundred  Foot,  and  Two 
Thoufand  Two  Flundred  and  Fifty  Horfe. 
A  very  formidable  Number  truly !  And  tho' 
the  Ifland  has  been  now  inhabited  about 
Three  Thoufand  Years,  yet  I  fbould  not 
D  wonder. 
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wonder,  if  on  the  Intelligence  of  an  Inva- 
fion  by  fuch  a  Body  of  Forces,  the  Irilh 
fliould  apply  to  us  for  Succour.  But  yet 
after  all,  My  Lord,  notwithftanding  this 
Boaft,  Agricola  might  have  found  himlelf 
miftaken  as  C/esar  did;  and  had  He  made 
the  Experiment  with  his  One  Legion  and 
fome  Auxiliaries,  I  believe,  as  lately  peo- 
pled as  Mr.  M.  imagines  the  Ifland  then 
to  have  been,  it  would  have  ended  as  Ce- 
sar's firft  Expedition  did.  It  is  certain  that 
the  Romans  never  made  an  Attempt  upon 
that  Ifland  ;  and  they  had  too  many  convincing 
Proofs  of  the  Valour  and  Conduct  of  the 
Irilh,  in  the  Afllftance  which  they  gave  the 
Pids  againft  them,  ever  to  think  of  it. 

In  order  to  throw  a  Luftre  over  the  prin- 
cipal Hero  of  his  Piece,  your  Lordlhip  muft 
have  obferved  the  Tranflator  tells  us,  "  that 
"  Fin  GAL  is  celebrated  by  the  Irifh  Hifto- 
'*  rians  for  his  Wifdom  in  mak-ing  Laws, 
"  his  poetical  Genius,  and  his  Eoreknow- 
"  ledge  of  Events,  and  that  O  Flaherty 
"  goes  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  Fingal's  Laws 
*'  were  extant  in  his  own  Time  *."  Now 
tho^  I  am  not  able  to  find  any  thing  like 
this  faid  of  him  in  the  Irifli  Hirtory,  yet 
without  any  hefitation  I  will  take  Mr.  Mac- 
pherson's  word  for  this  Affertion-,  becaufe 
if  he  has  given  it  us  on  his  own  Knowledge, 
tho'  he  has  not  mentioned  the  Work  he  took 
it  from,  I  dare  fay  ic  is  true.     But  then  I 
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hope  I  {hall  be  exculed  from  aflenting  to 
what  is  added  about  the  Laws  of  Fingal 
from  O  Flaherty  ;  becaufe  that  Author 
bring  named  I  have  turned  to  his  Work  •, 
and  it  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  Mr. 
M.  fhould  be  fo  quick  fighted  as  to  fee  what 
is  not  there,  and  fo  blind  as  not  to  fee  what 
is  there;  to  fee  that  the  Laws  of  Fingal 
were  extant  in  O  Flaherty's  Time,  which 
is  not  faid,  and  not  to  fee  what  is  in  the  fame 
Sentence,  where  that  is  fuppofed  to  be,  that 
lie  was  the  Soh  in  Lav/  of  Cor  mac.  But 
the  One  made  for  his  purpofe,  and  the  other 
was  diredtly  againft  it :  for  if  he  was  his  Son 
in-  Law,  all  the  Story  of  his  coming  from 
Scotland  to  aid  him  in  his  Minority  is  con- 
tradicted. Your  Lordihip  fliall  fee  the  whole 
paffage  below,  and  you  may  then  judge  for 
yourfelf  *.  Had  this  Affertion  however  been 
a  Matter  of  Fa6t,  the  Obfervation  which  is  to 
be  made  upon  it  in  my  opinion  is,  that  if 
Fingal  had  been  only  a  Caledonian  Chief, 
his  Laws  would  Icarcely  have  been  brought 
to  Ireland,  enrolled  amongft  their  own,  and 
preferved  down  to  the  days  of  O  Flaherty  : 
And  therefore  if  we  are  to  draw  any  Conclufion 

*  Ca^Iefiia  etiam  Judicia  tulerunt  Morannus  Carbrel  re- 
gis Hibernis  filius,  Sc  iub  Feradaco  rege  item  Hibernise 
lupremus  Judex,  Cormacus  rex  Hibern  vc  (cujus  &  Car» 
brei  filii,  &  in  regno  Succefibris  apud  Acoil  juxta  Temo- 
riam  in  legem  lucubrationes  etiamnum  extant)  Fitluiu<i 
Cormaci  regis  Judex,  &  Finnus  Cuballi  filius  Cormaci 
ejufdem  piiilise  prefedus,  etgener.     Ogyg.  p   217. 
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from  this  Circamftance,  in  favour  of  either  of 
thofe  Countries,  I  muft  own,  My  Lord,  I 
ihouid  be  indined  to  fuppofe,  that  this  Fin- 
gal  and  his  Family  were  ftriflly  fpeaking 
Irifh  Heroes.  I  am  fare  it  is  impofTible  for 
any  one  who  reads  the  Irifh  Hiftories  to  form 
any  other  Notion  :  and  the  Qualifications  for 
AdmiiTion  into  the  Militia,  and  the  Rules  to 
be  obfsrved  after  it,  prefcribed  by  the  Houfc 
of  FiNGAL  — for  his  Father  and  Grandfather 
had  the  Command  of  them  before  him — - 
thefs  are  extant  at  this  day  •,  and  I  fhall 
give  them  in  my  Hiftory  of  that  Kingdom. 

I  am  very  ready  to  own  My  Lord,  "  that 
''  Tradition  throws  a  confiderable  Light  on 
*'  the  Hillory  of  Ireland:"  but  then  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  fay,  that  it  is  not  the  Tradition 
of  the  Highland  Bards,  or  of  thofe  of  the 
Ifles,  if  Mr.  M.  writes  from  Them  •,  for  His 
Account  throws  the  whole  Irifh  Hiftory  of 
thofe  Times  into  Confufion.  For  inftance  ; 
it  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  Cormac  a 
Minor  fucceded  his  Father  Art  upon  the 
Throne — as  the  Tranflator  fays* — that  there 
was  an  Intervention  of  two  other  Monarchy 
before  he  attained  to  the  Royal  Dignity, 
LuGAD  Mac  Con,  and  P'ergusius  of  the 
black  Teethf .  I  lliall  not  repeat  the  Ana- 
chronifm  of  Cuchullin's  being  Guardian  of 
the  Realm  in  the  Minority  of  Cormac  ;  but 
it  is  proper  to  acquaint  your  Lordfliip,  that 
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he  was  not  in  Fact  in  his  Minority  at  the  Death 
of  his  Father,  and  that  it  was  impoflible  he 
could  have  been  a  Minor  King.  For  it  was 
the  eftabhihed  Law  of  the  Succeflion  in  Ire- 
land, that  none  fhould  be  born  a  King,  or 
advanced  to  the  Royal  Dignity  till  of  mature 
age*  j  neither  is  there  a  fingle  Inftance  to  the 
Contrary  throwout  the  whole  Irifli  Monarchy  : 
So  that  all  the  Tradition  built  upon  that  Cir- 
cumftance  is  ablblutely  fabulous.  Moreover, 
it  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  "  that  many  fet 
"  up  for  themfelves,  and  anarchy  and  confu- 
*'  fion  reigned,  and  at  laft  Cormac  was  taken 
"  off,  no  body  knew  howf ,"  —  as  the  Editor 
has  informed  us  -r— that  his  Reign  was  undif- 
turbed  by  any  Competitors,  and  in  the  Mag- 
nificence of  his  Court,  in  his  Benevolence,  in 
his  Prudence,  his  Erudition,  and  the  fame 
of  his  great  Atchievements,  he  far  exceeded 
all  the  Monarchs  of  Ireland  that  had  gone  be- 
fore him.  Having  reigned  in  all  this  Glory 
Three  and  Twenty  Years,  being  deprived  of 
one  of  his  eyes,  which  according  to  the  Cuf- 
tom  of  thofe  Times  made  it  improper  for  him 
to  hold  the  Reins  of  Government  any  longer, 
he  delivered  them  up  to  his  Son  -,  and  in  his 
Retreat  is  faid  to  have  renounced  Idolatry, 
and  to  have  owed  his  Death  to  the  Bones  of  a 
Salmon  with  which  he  was  choked  J.    In  ihort. 
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My  Lord,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  true*,  as 
the  Poem  and  the  Notes  acquaint  us,  that 
Carbre  or  Carbar  was  one  of  the  Com- 
petitors for  the  Throne  in  the  Time  of  Cor- 
■  MAC,  who  having  defeated  all  his  Rivals  be- 
came fole  Monarch  of  Ireland,  that  He  was 
his  own  Son  with  whom  he  lived  happily, 
and  for  v/hofe  Ufe,  whilll  he  was  on  the 
Throne,  Cormac  in  his  Retirement  wrote 
his  Book  of  Advice  to  Kings'^.  Nor  is 
there  a  Word  of  True  Hiftory  in  what  fol- 
lows, of  Carbar's  inviting  Oscar  in  a 
friendly  manner  to  a  Feaft  to  have  a  pretext 
for  killing  him,  of  their  quarrelling  at  it, 
and  of  Fingal's  coming  from  Scotland,  de- 
feating the  Friends  of  Carbar,  and  re-efta- 
blifliing  the  Family  of  Cormac  in  the  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  Kingdom§.  The  Death  of 
FiNGAL  alone,  v/hich  was  Four  years  after 
Carbar  mounted  the  Throne,  and  Fourteen 
Years  before  the  Engagement  he  had  with 
OscarJ,  fets  all  this  Tradition  afide,  and 
ihews  what  fort  of  Hiftory  thefe  Poems  ex- 
hibit of  thofe  Times  in  Ireland. 

Tho'  it  muft  be  granted  therefore  that  in 
other  Particulars  befides  the  Age  Cuchul- 
LIN  lived  in,  "  the  Accounts  of  Keating 
"  and  O  Flaherty  coincide  pretty  nearly 
"  with  Cssian's  Poems  and  the  Traditions 
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"  of  the  Highlands  and  Ifles,'*  yet  it  is  only 
in  the  Particulars  relating  to  Cuchullin. 
In  one  other  Particular  however  relating  to 
him  of  no  fmall  Moment  they  differ  widely, 
his  Extraction  and  Defcent  j  for  the  Former 
make  him  Irifli :  And  by  the  way,  let  me 
obferve  to  your  Lordfliip,  it  is  a  very  extra- 
ordinary thing,  that  in  thofe  Days  of  He- 
roifm  when  Ireland  abounded  with  fuch 
Champions,  Cuchullin  fhould  be  the  mofb 
famous  in  the  Irifh  Poems  and  Traditions  — 
as  Mr.  M.  fays,  and  fays  truly  —  if  He  had 
not  been  One  of  their  own  Countrymen.  But 
in  all  the  Particulars  relating  to  Fingal,  and 
OssiAN,  to  CoRMAC,  Carbar,  and  Oscar, 
except  the  Times  they  lived  in,  it  muft  be 
obferved  they  are  fo  far  from  coinciding,  that 
they  fcarcely  agree  in  a  fingle  Circumltance. 
Nay  fo  far  is  that  material  Circumftance, 
upon  which  the  Hinge  of  the  Epic  Poem 
turns  —  Fingal's  coming  from  Scotland  to 
the  Aid  of  Cormac  —  from  coinciding  with 
the  Account  of  thofe  Hiftorians,  that  they 
don't  fay  a  Word  of  any  fuch  thing :  And 
how  Ihould  they,  when  He  was  the  Com- 
mander of  their  own  Militia  ?  On  the  con- 
trary O  Flaherty  tells  us,  that  This  fame 
Cormac  fent  a  great  Fleet  into  North  Bri- 
tain, by  which  infefting  their  Coafts  for  three 
Years  he  acquired  the  Government  over 
Albania  *. 
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The  Tranflator,  My  Lord,  hath  told  us 
in  his  Note  on  the  Age  of  Cuchullin, 
where  he  owns  that  the  Irifli  Hiftorians  have 
placed  him  in  the  Firil  Century,  "  that  He 
"  has  given  his  Reafons  for  fixing  him  in  the 
"  Third  in  the  DifTertation  prefixed  to  this 
"  Colle6tion  *.'*  But  tho'  I  have  red  the 
DifTertation  over  feveral  Times  with  fome 
Attention,  yet  I  am  not  able  to  find  a  Word 
relating  to  it.  He  hath  given  his  Reafons 
indeed  for  fixing  Fin  gal  and  the  Epoch  of 
the  Poem  in  the  Third  Century ;  and  in 
the  Third  Century  the  Irifh  Hiftory  and 
Antiquities  all  fpeak  of  Fin  gal  and  his 
Heroes.  But  is  this.  My  Lord,  a  Proof  that 
Cuchullin  lived  at  That  Time  alfo,  tho* 
mentioned  as  a  Contemporary  and  Ally  of 
FiNGAL  in  the  Poem  ^  This  Proof,  My  Lord, 
if  we  examine  it,  I  apprehend  will  ftand  pretty 
nearly  thus  :  The  Poem  contains  the  genuin 
Hiftory  of  thefe  Times  in  Ireland,  becaufe 
the  Epoch  of  Fingal  and  Ossian  fynchro- 
nize  with  the  Irifh  Hiftory  of  thofe  Heroes  ; 
but  the  Age  in  which  Cuchullin  lived,  is  by 
all  that  Hiftory  mifplaced  about  Two  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty  Years,  becaufe  it  does  not 
coincide  with  the  Poem.  Upon  this  admirable 
Refutation  we  are  to  give  up  the  Whole  Irifli 
Hiftory,  and  fubfcribe  our  Aflent  to  thefe 
Poems  of  OssiAN,  as  the  genuine  Hiftory  of 
thole  Times  in  Ireland. 

*  Fing.  p.  152. 
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But  My  Lord,  this  very  Anachronifm  itfelf, 
on  the  fide  of  the  Poems,  efpecially  as  it  is 
corroborated  with  fo  many  other  ContradiAions 
to  the  Hiftory,  (liews  inconteftibly  in  my  Opi- 
nion, that  tho'  the  Poems  have  taken  their 
Heroes  from  the  Irifl:;  Hillory,  yet  that,  like 
other  Poems,  they  are  worked  up  without  any 
Regard  to  Truth  as  it  pleafed  the  Fancy  of 
the  Compofer.  A  Manufcript  Hiftory  of 
Ireland  in  my  Pofieflion,  after  giving  a  par- 
ticular Account  of  Fingal's  Delcent,  his  In- 
heritance, his  Acquifitions  from  the  King  of 
Leinfter,  and  his  great  Military  Command* 
immediately  adds,  "  but  the  Reader  muft  not 
"  expeft  to  meet  here,  with  fuch  ftories  of 
"  Him  and  his  Heroes,  as  the  Vulgar  Irifh 
"  have  —  for  they  are  no  other  than  Com- 
*'  manders  which  their  Poets  penned  in  after 
'*  days  in  their  Names  —  but  only  what  I  find 
"  m^iidoned  of  them  in  their  Hiftories."  I 
have  given  your  Lordfhip  this  Qiiotation  in 
the  Writers  Words  for  the  fake  of  Exadlnefs  : 
and  tho'  it  is  poorly  enough  expreifed,  yet  it 
is  eafy  to  gather  from  it,  that  the  Names  of 
FiNGAL  and  his  Heroes  having  been  much 
celebrated  by  Tradition,  Ibme  of  the  Bards 
who  lived  when  thefe  days  of  Heroifm  were 
over,  took  Their  Names  for  the  Champions 
and  Leaders  in  their  Sonnets :  And  if  the 
Poem  Fingal  is  not  one  of  thefe  compofed 
in  this  Manner,  and  mutilated  after  by  the 
Caledonians  v/ho  were  "  fwayed  by  Credulity 
"  or  Defign,"  to  give  the  Honour  of  the 
Heroes  to  their  own  Country  —  as  I  am  very 
E  apt 
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apt  to  believe  —  then  it  was  originally  com- 
pofed  by  a  Caledonian  Bard  with  the  fame  Iht 
tent.  They  have  evidently  Helen  the  Heroes, 
and  why  not  ileal  the  Poem  ?  But  I  fufpend 
my  final  Determination  of  this  Point,  till  I  fee 
the  Tranflation  from  the  Irifli  Manufcript 
above  mentioned.  Innumerable  Fables  of 
FiNGAL  and  his  Heroes,  fuch  as  thefe  of 
Ossian's  —  perhaps  not  fo  well  and  foartiftly 
worked  up  —  abound  ftill  among  the  Defcen- 
dents  of  that  famous  People.  But  Who,  My 
Lord,  accepts  them  for  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Times,  except  thofe  who  have  red  no  other  .? 
Even  the  Bards  who  wrote  them  never  meant 
it.  This  reminds  me  of  an  Anecdote  which 
was  told  me  by  my  Friend  the  late  Mr.  Juftice 
Burnet,  and  which  perhaps  your  Lordfliip 
may  not  have  heard.  The  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough talking  over  fome  Point  of  linglifh 
Hiftory  once  with  Bifhop  Burnet,  and  ad- 
vancing fome  Anachronifms  and  ftrange  Mat- 
ters of  Fadl,  his  Lordfhip,  in  a  great  Aftonifhr 
ment  at  this  new  Hiftory,  enquired  of  iHis 
Grace  where  He  had  met  with  it.  The  Duke, 
equally  furprifed  on  His  fide  to  be  afk'd  That 
Qiieftion  by  fo  knowing  a  Man  in  Hiftory 
as  the  Biftiop,  replied,  Why  dont  you  re- 
member ?  It  is  in  the  only  Englifti  Hiftory  of 
thofe  Times  that  ever  I  red,  inSfiAKESPEAR's 
Plays.  I  leave  the  Pertinency  of  this  Anecdote 
to  the  Point  in  Queftion,  to  make  its  own 
Apology  for  my  introducing  it. 

Of 
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Of  the  fame  Fabrick,  My  Lord,  with  the 
relt,  is  the  Whole  ftory  of  the  Poem  Te- 
mora*  :  Cormac  was  not  murdered  in  his 
youth  by  Carbar,  nor  indeed  murdered  at  all, 
but  owed  his  Death,  as  it  hath  been  faid,  to 
the  Bone  of  a  Salmon.  Carbar  was  not  his 
Enemy  who  openly  ien  up  for  himlelf,  but 
his  Son  whom  he  loved  and  refigned  his  Crown 
to,  and  he  had  no  fuch  Brother  asCATHMOR. 
I  am  again  obliged,  My  Lord,  to  lament, 
that  Mr.  Macpherson  would  notvouchfafe 
to  quote  One  Authoi'ity  for  the  Accounts 
with  which  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  explain  the 
Poems.  I  am  likewife  forry  that  he  has  put 
me  under  the  Neceffity  of  lb  often  calling  in 
Qiieition  the  Veracity  of  thefe  Accounts.  But 
Truth,  My  Lord,  is  fuperiorto  all  other  Con- 
fiderations  :  And  as  the  Tranflator  has  made 
very  free  with  the  Irifh  Hiftorians,  v/hom  he 
direftly  charges  at  fecond  hand  with  creating 
Fafts,  or  at  leaft  adopting  Traditions  for  real 
Fafts  with  Defignf ,  fo  I  hope  He  will  ex- 
cufe  Me,  for  giving  my  Reafons  in  decent 
Language,  why  I  believe  he  has  been  impofed 
upon  unwittingly  by  the  erroneous  Traditions 
of  his  North  Britilh  Bards.  Afcer  a  formal 
Story  of  the  War  which  had  been  carried  on 
between  Fingal  and  Catmor — a  Man  in  the 
Moon,  at  leaft  no  where  elfe  as  Brother  of 
Carbar  but  in  the  Poets  Fancy — the  Tranf- 


*  Fingal,  p.  172. 
t  Fingal,  p.  173. 
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lator  proceeds  to  inform  us,  "  that  the  Irifli 
"  Traditions  relate  the  Affair  in  another  light, 
"  and  exclaim  againft  Fingal  for  appointing 
"  Thirty  Judges,  or  rather  Tyrants  at  Te- 
"  mora  for  regulating  the  Affairs  of  Ireland. 
"  They  pretend  to  enumerate  many  A6ts  of 
"  OpprefTion  committed  by  thofe  Judges  j  and 
"  affirm  that  both  They  and  a  Part  of  Fin- 
*'  gal's  Army  which  was  left  in  Ireland  to 
*'  enforce  their  Laws,  were  as  laft  expelled 
"  the  Kingdom.  Thus  the  Irifh  Traditions, 
"  fay  the  Hiflorians  of  that  Nation*."  A 
great  deal  of  Trouble,  My  Lord,  would  have 
been  faved  me,  if  the  Tranflator  had  quoted 
thofe  Hiflorians  of  Ireland  who  relate  thele 
Traditions.  Becaufe  tho'  I  thought  myfelf 
able  to  be  pofitive  upon  Memory,  that  no 
Hiflorian  of  Ireland  that  I  have  feen  relates 
any  fuch  thing,  yet  I  would  not  truft  my  Me- 
mory on  this  Occafion.  But  after  turning 
them  all  over  and  over,  I  could  not  find  a  fingle 
line  to  any  fuch  purpofe.  Keating  and  Co- 
me rford  inform  us,  that  Fingal  having 
been  ordereci  a*  General  of  the  Militia  to 
the  AfTiitance  of  King  Art  the  Father  of 
Cormac,  and  having  been  bribed  by  the 
Enemy,  he  not  only  refufed  to  attend  upon 
the  King  himfelf  but  alfo  feduced  his  Officers 
from  their  Duty-f:  And  both  Keating  and 
O  Flaherty  mention  the  Rebellion  of  the 
Militia,    excited  by  the  Family  of  Fingal 

*  Fing.  ut  fupra. 

fKcat.  p.  1 1 8.  Comer,  p.  56. 
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after  his  Death*.  It  is  impofflble  therefore 
for  Me,  My  Lord,  not  to  withold  my  Alfent 
to  a  Story' of  Traditions  no  body  knows  by 
whom,  and  reported  by  Hiftorians  no  body 
knows  where.  Read,  My  Lord,  what  Fa- 
ther Walsh  fays  in  his  Profpeft  of  the  State 
of  Ireland.  Speaking  of  Finn  the  Son  of 
CoMNALL,  his  Words  are  thefe.  "  He  was 
"  an  Irifhman  both  by  Birth  and  Defcent 
"  lineally  come  — "  and  Hector  Boetius 
•'  might  as  well  have  turned  the  Knight  of 
*'  the  Sun,  or  the  Seven  Champions,  and 
"  fuch  like  Rom.ances  into  the  very  trueft 
*'  Hiflories,  as  the  Fables  writtten  of  Finn 
"  the  Son  of  Com n all,  and  the  Captains 
"  under  him  called  Fiona  Erion,  only  to  en- 
"  tertain  leifurable  Hours  and  Fancies.  For 
*'  the  Irifh  had  their  Romances  too  for  their 
"  Divertifement.  —  Which  yet  every  one  of 
"  common  Senfe  could  diftinguifli  from  their 
"  Chronicles  and  other  Monuments  of  real 
'*  Story  f".  Of  this  fame  Authority  for  ge- 
nuine Hiftory,  if  not  of  this  very  Number, 
are  all  thefe  Poems  of  Ossian  relating  to 
FiNGAL  and  his  Heroes;  and  in  that  Light  I 
deceive  them  with  Pleafure  and  Admiration. 

If  the  Tranflator  took  the  foregoing  Ac- 
count of  the  Irirti  Traditions  of  the  Thirty 
Tyrants  from  Hanmer,  as  I  have  it  not 
by  me  and  cannot  determine  upon  Memory, 
it  is  fufficient,  after  obferving  that  He  was 

•Keat.p.  143,  Ogy.  p.  341. 
t  Walfh's  Profpett,  p.  5 1 .  2. 
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no  Hiftorian  of  that  Nation^  to  relate  wliat 
Keating  lays;  *'  that  it  is  evident  to  the 
"  meaneft  Capacities  that  the  Battle  of  Finn 
*'  Tragha"  —  poITlbly  the  Epic  Poem  of 
FiNGAL  in  its  original  ftate  —  "  tho'  it  be 
"  related  in  fome  of  the  Chronicles  of  Ire- 
*'  land,  yet  is  no  more  than  a  Poetical  Fic- 
*'  tion,  defigned  to  entertain  the  Reader, 
"  and  not  related  as  a  Matter  of  Fad; 
"  which  Anlwer  is  fufficient  to  deftroy  the 
*'  Credit  of  what  He —  Hanmer  — writes 
*'  of  fome  other  Tranfaftions  which  he  has 
*'  recorded  ;  particularly  what  he  writes  of 
"  Fionna  Errion;"  i.  e.  Fingal  and  his 
Soldiers  *.  But  if  Mr.  M.  copied  this  Ac- 
count above  from  the  Hiftorian  of  his  own 
Country,  Hector  Boetius,  who  is  too  no- 
torioufly  Fabulous  to  deferve  a  Perulal,  no- 
thing more  is  necefiary  to  overturn  his  Tef- 
timony,  than  to  inform  your  Lordfliip  that 
He  has  reported  Fingal  to  have  been  Fif- 
teen Cubits  high  §.  No  wonder  the  Tranfla- 
tor  therefore  fliould  fink  His  Authority,  if 
he  did  make  any  ule  of  it. 

It  is  impofTible  for  me,  My  Lord,  in  the 
Compafs  of  fuch  a  Letter,  to  eilablilh  th» 
Authenticity  of  the  Antiquities  of  the  Irifh 
Nation  in  ib  ample  a  manner  as  I  am  able  to 
do.  You  are  to  look  for  that  Attempt  in  its 
General  Hiilory  which  I  am  compiling  from 

•  Kent.  pref.  p.  1 1. 

§  Wallh,  p.  52.  Kcat.  pref.  ut  fupra.  MS.  pe^ics  me. 
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the  earliefl  ages.  But  you  have  now  before 
you  the  feveral  Objeflions  I  have  to  make, 
to  the  Hiftorical  Accounts  and  Explanations 
which  the  Tranflator  of  Ossian's  Poems 
hath  given  the  World  :  And  unlefs  we  will 
liippofe  that  All  the  Writers  of  Irifh  Affairs 
thro'  feveral  fucceeding  Ages,  have  agreed  in 
the  fame  wicked  Defign  of  impofing  upon 
Pofterity  with  a  heap  of  Lies  and  Forgeries, 
thefe  Obiedions  are  enough  furely  to  con- 
vince your  Lordlhip,  and  every  other  im- 
partial Perfon,  that  the  Poems  are  fo  far 
from  being  the  genuine  Hiftory  of  the 
Times  they  treat  of,  that  they  contain  no 
Hiftory  at  all  of  that  ancient  and  once  fa- 
mous People.  I  have  already  Informed  your 
Lordlhip,  and  referred  you  to  the  Places 
where  you  may  find  it,  that  there  are  many- 
poetical  Fidions  foifted  into  the  Chronicles 
that  treat  of  Fin  gal  and  his  Heroes,  which 
are  not  intended  to  obtain  any  Credit,  but 
to  relieve  the  Reader  and  embellifh  the  Hif- 
tory. Of  this  fort  HO  doubt  v/as  Fingal 
and  the  other  Poems  of  Ossian  :  and  there- 
^re  'till  Mr.  Macpherson  will  condefcend 
to  quote  his  Authority  for  the  feveral  Hifto- 
rical Notes  he  has  given  upon  them,  by 
which  thefe  Objections  may  be  refuted,  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  be  of  Opinion,  that  the 
Irhh  Antiquities  here  recited  are  authentic ; 
that  all  the  famous  Champions,  Cuchul- 
LiN,  Fingal,  Ossian,  Oscar,  &c.  were 
abfolutely  Irifti  Heroes  j  an<i  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  probable '—  tho'  I  fufpend  my  Judg- 
ment upon  that  Article  —  that  all  the  Poems 
in  their  original  Compofition,  were  Fables 
finely  imagined  and  inimitably  executed  by 
an  old  Irifh  Bard. 

I  am, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordlhip's 

Mofl  Obedient 

^  Barnes,  Humblc  Servant, 

Feb.  a,  1762. 

FERD.    WARNER. 
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